I06	MIND   AND   THE   EARTH
The serpent motive is certainly no individual acquisition
of the dreamer, for snake dreams are frequent enough, even
among city people, who may never even have seen a real snake.
The objection could be raised that the snake in the dream
is merely a concretized figure of speech. We say of certain
women that they are as false as snakes; we speak of the
snake of temptation, etc. This objection does not seem to
me to hold good in the present instance, but a strict proof
would be difficult since the snake is actually a current figure
of speech. A more certain proof could only be obtained if
we succeeded in finding a case in which the mythological
symbolism was neither an ordinary figure of speech, nor yet
a case of cryptamnesia—that is, a case where the dreamer has
read, seen, or heard the theme somewhere, has forgotten it,
and then unconsciously reproduced it again.
This proof seems to me of great importance, since it would
show that the rationally intelligible unconscious that consists
of materials made unconscious artificially as it were, is only a
superficial layer. It would indicate that beneath this layer
there is an absolute unconscious that has nothing to do with
our personal experience. This latter would then be a psychic
activity that exists independent of the conscious mind and
even of the surface layers of the unconscious; independent
and untouched—perhaps untouchable—by personal experience.
It is a kind of supra-individual mental activity, a collective
unconscious, as I have termed it, in contrast to a superficial,
relative, or personal, unconscious.
But before we go in search of this proof, I should
like, for the sake of completeness, to make some further
observations upon the serpent dream. It seems as though
this hypothetical deeper layer of the unconscious—of the
collective unconscious, as I shall now speak of it—had trans-
lated experiences with woman into the bite of a snake, and
had thereby generalized them into a mythological motif.
The reason, or rather the purpose of th\s is at first obscure*
But if we remember the fundamental principle that the

